The methods presented in the book have all been published previously and are not, therefore, new, offer unusual advantages in estimating the unknown, are sound and have "stood the test of time," and are improvements on other methods or promote the accuracy of the analysis.
This volume includes methods for estimating 19 substances-blood ammonia, bilirubin (2 methods), total and free cholesterol, glucose (enzymatic method), lead, magnesium (2 methods) metheernoglobin, pH and Pc0 2 , phenylalanine, alkaline and acid phosphatases, salicylate, urea and xylose, urinary lead and ammonia, sweat chlorides, and C.S. F. protein, together with chapters on the collection and preservation of specimens, sources of error in Clinical Chemistry and principles of automatic analysis. True value for money, even though the price has been increased to 68s.
Many of the methods described are commonly used in this country, for example the ammonia, bilirubin, cholesterol, salicylate methods and need no further comment, others are not so commonly used but all are adequately discussed and presented as methods on which clinical chemists can confidently rely.
The chapters on the collection and preservation of specimens, by S. Winsten and on the principles of automatic chemical analysis by Leonard T. Skeggs (this name alone ensures that the information is authoritative) are well worth including while the chapter on source of errors in clinical chemistry, by Wemdell T. Caraway is a salutary reminder of the things that can-and do-go wrong in the clinical laboratory, and which are so commonly ignored or overlooked in the rush of the daily work. The chapter also includes a list of common sources of error or interference in methods used in clinical chemistry.
In all, a volume well up to the standards of the previous volumes and a very useful and stimulating book to have on one's shelf.
G. Higgins
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